
VOLUME 5 FEBRUARY 2012ISSUE 2

Monthly

National 
Bird  
Feeding
Month 

 

Celebrate  February!

Newsletter

...continued on pg. 2

 For those of us who are 
new to the hobby or are 
thinking about getting 

involved, bird feeding can seem 
like an extravagant hobby. There 
are, however, several ways to make 
bird feeding a bit more time and 
cost efficient so that you spend 
more time enjoying the hobby. 

Make sound birding choices by  
using high quality feeders, mini-
mizing seed waste, and by buying 
and storing feed properly. 

A great starting point for efficient 
bird feeding is to ensure you have 
a good quality feeder. Such feed-
ers, made with quality materials 
and parts, tend to last for quite 

some time and easily withstand the 
elements no matter your region. 
While they may be a higher ex-
pense in the beginning, well made 
feeders can pay for themselves in 
no time. Check your feeder each 
time you refill it, ensuring no parts 
are damaged or worn. Maintaining 
your feeder regularly will allow 
you to enjoy it for years, making it 
a savvy hobby investment. 

Consider adding accessories to 
your feeder to prevent squirrels 
from stealing seed or to minimize 
seed waste. A squirrel baffle, ei-
ther hanging or pole mounted style, 
can help deter squirrels and save 
seed for the birds. Squirrels often 
consume large amount of bird seed 

Feeding Birds

During this 
month, individuals 
are encouraged to 
provide food, water, 
and shelter to help 
wild birds survive.  

This assistance 
benefits the 
environment 
by supple-
menting wild 
bird's natural 
diet of weed 
seeds and insects.  
Currently, one third of 
the U.S. adult population 
feeds wild birds in their 
backyards.

Efficiently
 Many of us are choosing to spend more time at home, 
and searching for ways to make our days more relax-
ing and enjoyable. Feeding birds, one of the nation’s 
most popular hobbies, is a great way to enjoy nature 
and relieve stress.



resulting in frequent trips to refill feeders and  
an increased demand for bags of bird seed. Squirrel 
feed may often be purchased for considerably less than 
bird seed if you wish to feed both squirrels and birds 
alike. Install a seed platform below your feeder to catch 
loose seed thrown from the feeder. A seed platform will 
not only extend the life of each bag of seed, but it will 
also keep the area underneath the feeder tidy. Platforms 
add a great place for a variety of birds to feed and will 
increase the chances to see rare or unlikely birds. 

One way to reduce seed waste often involves no ad-
ditional accessorizing and can be done immediately. 
Simply changing the type of seed that you offer in your 
bird feeders can drastically improve your efficiency in 
bird feeding. 

In a typical bag of seed, a considerable amount of cast 
off in the form of seed hulls is not uncommon. You may 
wish to do a comparison between a standard seed 

mix and a waste free blend, monitoring their levels 
throughout the week in similar feeders, to determine 
which seed blend is right for you. 

Seed should be kept in metal or plastic bins with a 
tight fitting lid to prevent moisture from reaching it. 
This also keeps mice, rats, and bugs from infesting and 
ruining it. Keep feed in a cold, dry place such as a base-
ment, or in the refrigerator in warm weather to reduce 
the chances of mold or mildew. 

Spending more time observing birds brings us closer to 
nature, and keeping it cost and time effective makes it 
even more enjoyable. By making a few simple altera-
tions to your current feeding regimen, you can keep bird 
feeding efficient and fun.

Source: http://www.phancypages.com/newsletter/ZNewsletter5154.htm

5.5 LB Songbird Selections  
No-Mess Patio Bird Food 
Vendor:  The  Scotts Co
Item # 744-110

11 LB Songbird Selections  
No-Mess Patio Bird Food 
Vendor:  The  Scotts Co
Item # 508-994

NO-MESS BIRD FOOD & STORAGE

While a no-mess or waste-free blend of seed may 
have a higher initial cost, it is designed to be eaten 
entirely with very little of the bag going to waste.

30 in. Seed Hoop Saver 
Vendor:  Songbird Essentials
Item # 860-445

20 Gallon  
Bird Seed Dispenser
Vendor:  Buddeez, Inc.
Item # 295-030


